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After Matthew and Angela’s wedding, Sally and I did something we’ve
always wanted to do. We invited people to an open house at our place.

Over the years, there have been a limited number of families who were April 23-27
able to stay with us and catch a glimpse of our lifestyle, but the number Family Camp Meeting
who have wanted to come has always far exceeded those we were able to Columbus, North Carolina
accommodate. Because we speak so often about our home, it is natural Call (828) 863-4253 for details
that folks want to see the things we talk about for themselves.
May 8-11
Now we wish to provide that experience for all and we invite you and Family Camp Meeting

your family to our First Annual Open House from July 28th to August Lexington, Nebraska

2nd at our wilderness home near Polebridge, MT. You are welcome to Call (308) 382-0475 for details
bring your friends and family and visit with the Hohnbergers from 10am
until 5pm Monday through Friday. Then, please join us on Sabbath for May 30 - Iupe 1
a special worship service in nature. _ Camp Meetlﬂg _
) ) ) Grizzly Flats, California

So, if you want to see how we live, are curious about our home, long to Call (707) 942-4422 for details
absorb the beautiful wilderness setting where so many of our stories have
taken place, or just want to bring a lawn chair and sit in our front yard and _ June 20-23 .
chat with us, this is your opportunity. Please join us. For more informa- Washington Conf erence Camp Meeting
tion, contact our ministry office and request the “Open House” Packet. Auburn, Washington

. . o Call (425) 481-7171 for details
My new book It’s About People is now available. In the opinion of

some, it is my most important work to date. Others view it as controversial J UIY 1-13
due to its emphasis on personal liberty. Let me share its dedication: Sao Paulo, Brazil
“If you have experienced the heartache of personal rejection because July 28- August 2
you see things from a different perspective or because you dare to con- Open House
duct your life outside the normal sphere of others’ expectations, or Hohnberger’s Wilderness Home
because you value freedom more than friendships when the price would Polebridge, Montana
be a trampled conscience, or because you value people over and above Call (406) 755-8300 for details

policy and politics, this book is dedicated to you.”

In this age of war and trouble, remember that Jesus is the only perfect
resting place. May your hearts be warmed as you find a resting place in
Him. And from that experience, may you bring a new birth of freedom
to your marriages, families, and churches so that others may possess what

fou havegained. EMPOWERED
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“By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye love one another.” John 13:35
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“But he turned and
rebuked them and said,
Ye know not what man-
ner of spirit ye are of.

For the Son of man is not
come to destroy men’s

lives but to save them.”
— Luke 9:55-56—

awakened near midnight,

sensing a presence in the
room. Wide-awake now, I
listen to the sounds of our
wilderness home, as it too
seemed to be resting from
the day’s activities.

A gibbous moon travels majesti-
cally over Glacier National Park
headed westward to set beyond the
Whitefish Mountains. The quiet is so
loud you can almost touch it, with
only the distant yip of a coyote dis-
turbing the peaceful setting we love
so much.

The moonlight through the win-
dows illuminates our room and gives
the familiar surroundings an ethereal
look, but the mists of dreamland
hold no appeal for me. I have a visi-

tor awaiting my company. [ sit up,
trying not to disturb my sleeping wife
and turn my attention to my audi-
ence with the King of Kings.

I had been recently meditating on
Calvary. It wasn’t the first time. For
years, I had longed to understand it
more fully, to experience it more
deeply, and I had been praying for
many months that God would reveal
its mysteries more fully to me. Now I
sensed God’s presence in the room.

It was nothing I could see or hear,
but I sensed that God was there and
He had chosen that particular time to
give me a little larger glimpse of
Calvary. The panorama spread
before my mind’s eye and I was there.
I could see it all; and what God
showed me that night, I now share
with you.

It is a beautiful spring morning in
Jerusalem and the sun greets the city
with a blast of brilliant light that
promises heat. The streets are
jammed even at this early hour, due
to the Passover. Thousands of pil-
grims throng the nation’s capital.
The attention of the people seems
riveted on some event now taking
place and a cohort of soldiers on
escort duty catches my eye. They are
leading three prisoners to execution,
slowly forcing their way through the
hostile crowds.

Hostile crowds are nothing new to
Jerusalem’s garrison. The Jews are a
proud, independent people, and the
very sight of Rome’s banners on her
walls rankled the populous, which
made no secret of their hatred of
Roman rule.

Yet, today’s crowd seemingly bears
little enmity towards the legionaries.
No, today, it is the prisoners who gar-
ner the public’s spite. Only the most
despicable of criminals are disposed
of in this manner and even the Jews,
who despise being under Rome’s
heal, approve the government’s

method for the demise of these crim-
inals. The mob sends both insults
and saliva in the direction of the con-
demned men. Such behavior is not
so removed from our day, as we
would like to think. Imagine, if you
will, how the public would respond
to a parade of convicted child moles-
ters and you'll get the idea.

I watch as Jesus is led down the
crowded avenue. He is lean from
travel and ministry, but still his form
reveals the strength of a craftsman.
He is visibly weakened by His all
night trial and repeated beatings, but
his bloodied form awakens no sympa-
thy from the onlookers who jeer and
mock Him with words and stones.

I seem to be walking behind Jesus,
following as close as I dare. Then
suddenly he glances back at me and
for a moment our eyes meet. I can
contain myself no longer. “Look at
them,” I cry, gesturing towards the
crowd. “They laugh at you! They
don’t even care!” I state emphatically.
I am appalled, disgusted and revolted.
I want nothing to do with those sin-
ners who could greet a man’s dying
with such a carnival atmosphere. To
them it is just a big joke-no it’s worse
than that-they think they are preserv-
ing their nation from this revolution-
ary. Iam ready to write them off.

But then Jesus turns to me and
with a seriousness I cannot mistake,
rebukes me saying, “It’s About
People, Jim! The gospel is about tak-
ing poor, lost, mixed up people, and
restoring them into my image. Jim, it
is not just about holding up truth
and pointing out error, as you have
tended to think. It’s about restoring
those very people who are spitting on
me right now.”

There in the quiet of my room, as
the scenes of Calvary fade from my
view, Jesus asked me four questions
in the recesses of my mind. Their
echoes have lasted through the years,



their impact on my life, my ministry,
and my relationship with others con-
tinually growing, as I realize the love
which Christ had for me, for us and
how far below His standard is our
puny love for others.

“Jim, what would you have done
with Aaron? You remember Moses’
brother, the one who allowed the
golden calf to be built by the children
of Israel while Moses was up on the
mountain speaking with Me and get-
ting the tablets of stone with the Ten
Commandments. We could perhaps

you do with a national or church
leader who had been involved in such
a scandal? I know what I would do. I
would throw them out and I bet you
would too! We’d make sure they
never had another position of
responsibility to misuse again. What
did God do? He made Aaron High
Priest. The gospel is about restoring
those who are weak in character, not
throwing them out!

Then God asked me, “What would
you have done with David? King
David, who not only committed

That’s the gospel of Jesus Christ.
His gospel seeks for the restoration
of the erring - all the erring.

refer to him as the vice president of
God’s denominated church. What
would you have done with him?”

I could picture the whole story my
mind. Aaron had been left in charge
while Moses was on the mount.
Problems started when Moses spent
far longer on the mountain than the
people expected and came to Aaron
saying “...make us gods which shall
go before us; for as to this Moses, the
man that brought us up out of the
land of Egypt, we wot not what has
become of him.” (Exodus 32:1). So,
Aaron asked them to bring him gold
jewelry and then he melted it down
and made a golden calf for the people
and told them that this was the god
that had lead them out of bondage.

Then later when confronted by
Moses, he denied responsibility and
claimed all he had done was toss the
gold into the fire and by a miracle
out came that calf. Think about it.
Arron was left in charge, but he led
the people into sin. He explicitly dis-
obeyed God and made a false god, an
idol. Then he had the nerve to lie
about the whole affair. What would

adultery, but to cover it up he mur-
dered a man. What would we have
done with a leader like that?” We
would throw them out, but God did-
n't. Yes, there was need of reproof
and repentance, but not only was
David restored to the throne, but
through his union with Bathsheba,
another man’s wife, He brought forth
the royal line of Solomon, and even-
tually Christ Himself.

The third question God asked me
that night was, “What would you
have done with Peter...self-confident
Peter, who cut the ear off the high
priest’s servant with a concealed
sword?” What did Jesus do with that
ear? He restored it! Who do we
resemble? Are we like Peter, chop-
ping off ears? Or like Christ, bending
down and picking up the ear and
restoring that which was harmed?
Not only did Peter cut off the ser-
vant’s ear that night, he denied his
Lord three times! What would you
have done with Peter? I would have
said, “There’s nothing we can do with
that guy. There’s no hope for some-
one like that. Throw him out!”

What did Jesus do with Peter? He
turned and looked at him, and it
broke Peter’s heart. Can you just
imagine the love in His eyes, the
drawing of his heart out in sympathy
towards the one who was denying
Him? That single look spoke vol-
umes; it said, “Peter, Peter, you're
trusting in yourself. Put it all down
and surrender it to me. I want you
Peter. Give me your heart.” That’s
the gospel of Jesus Christ. His gospel
seeks for the restoration of the
erring-all the erring.

The Lord continued on, “Jim what
would you do with Saul before he
became Paul?”

I was starting to catch on to what
the Lord wanted me to see, but this
was too much. “Lord,” I said, “Saul
was the worse persecutor of God’s
people in his day. He made life mis-
erable for them! Surely I'm not sup-
posed to try and restore such a one as
this...am [?” What would we do with
Saul? I don’t like to think about it,
but Christ took Saul and made him
into Paul, the greatest evangelist the
world has ever seen.

The gospel is about taking these
kinds of people, transforming them,
and then using them to reach the
world with the same gospel that has
reached down and changed their lives.
We, as a people, seemed to have
missed it, but the gospel is a whole lot
more than a system of truths, the
opposition of error or even which
church you go to. It’s about the
redemption of those who don’t see it
our way or who are antagonistic to
our truths, our church or our lifestyle.

Power for Living
This excerpt was taken from the book
“It’s About People” by Jim Hohnberger.
Copywrited by Pacific Press Publishing
Association.
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“Power to become the sons of God” John 1:12

EMPOWERED LIVING MINISTRIES CAMPMEETINGS: MAY-AUGUST 2003

July 28-August 2
June 20-23 Hohnberger May 8-11
Auburn, WA o I y
WA Conference 41())211 7 5(;u§§ 00 Lexington, NE
Campmeeting (406) 755- (308) 382-0475

(425) 481-7171

May 30-Junel
Grizzly Flats, CA
(707) 942-4422

April 23-27
Columbus, NC
(828) 863-4253

“Power for Living” is available free of charge, and is sent out quarterly via regular mail and email.

If you or someone you know are not receiving it and wish to be added to our mailing list, please feel free to contact us.
For information on any of the materials or events mentioned in the publication you can reach us at:
Empowered Living Ministries: 157 Turtle Mountain Rd. Kalispell MT 59901.

Office: (406)755-8300 Fax: (406)755-8301 Order Toll Free:1-877-755-8300 www. EmpoweredLivingMinistries.org




