
April 1 - 2, 2005
Sylvan Lake, Alberta CANADA

April 1 - 2, 2005
Sylvan Lake, Alberta CANADA

April 1 - 2, 2005

Call (403) 342-5044 ext 212 for details
Sylvan Lake, Alberta CANADA

Call (403) 342-5044 ext 212 for details
Sylvan Lake, Alberta CANADA

April 9, 2005
Kalispell, MT
April 9, 2005
Kalispell, MT
April 9, 2005

Call (406) 755-8300 for details
Kalispell, MT

Call (406) 755-8300 for details
Kalispell, MT

April 21 - 24, 2005
Annual Family Camp Meeting

April 21 - 24, 2005
Annual Family Camp Meeting

April 21 - 24, 2005

Leoni Meadows, Grizly Flatts, CA
Annual Family Camp Meeting

Leoni Meadows, Grizly Flatts, CA
Annual Family Camp Meeting

Call (209) 295-2161 for details 
Leoni Meadows, Grizly Flatts, CA

Call (209) 295-2161 for details 
Leoni Meadows, Grizly Flatts, CA

May 4 - 8, 2005
Annual Family Camp Meeting

May 4 - 8, 2005
Annual Family Camp Meeting

May 4 - 8, 2005

Columbus, NC
Annual Family Camp Meeting

Columbus, NC
Annual Family Camp Meeting

Call (828) 863-4253 for details

May 20 - 21, 2005
Menomonie, WI

May 20 - 21, 2005
Menomonie, WI

May 20 - 21, 2005

Call (715) 672-3353 for details

June 10 - 12, 2005
Kalamazoo, MI

Call (269) 342-2279 for details

July 25 - 30, 2005
Hohnberger’s Open House

July 25 - 30, 2005
Hohnberger’s Open House

July 25 - 30, 2005

Polebridge, MT
Hohnberger’s Open House

Polebridge, MT
Hohnberger’s Open House

Call (406) 755-8300 for details 
Polebridge, MT

Call (406) 755-8300 for details 
Polebridge, MT

Speaking Schedule
Dear Friends,

“Parenting by the Spirit” has sold thousands of copies in the past twelve ” has sold thousands of copies in the past twelve ”
months. If you haven’t read it you will fi nd out it’s a tremendous eye 
opener for your personal walk whether you have children or not, as well as 
parenting in general. Now it’s sequel, “Parenting Your Child by the Spirit,”
is fresh off the press and is available as a tool to aid you in developing your 
child’s character. Please look on the back page for quantity discounts.

This quarter’s article, “Developing Character,” is an excerpt taken from ” is an excerpt taken from ”
“Parenting Your Child by the Spirit.” We are sure you’ll fi nd purpose and 
challenge in applying these heaven-sent principles, and as you do, you'll 
begin to experience the fruit of parenting your child by the Spirit.

In January we introduced our fi rst DVD’s and many of you have not only 
purchased them but have been showing them for your church worships, ves-
pers, prayer meetings, and personal sharing. We commend you for reaching 
out that others may be introduced to the practical gospel as well. Three new 
DVD’s are now available. DVD’s are now available. DVD’s “It’s About People” is $39.00 for four messages on ” is $39.00 for four messages on ”
how to treat others, especially those we disagree with, the way Jesus treats us. 
“Empowered Living” is $39.00 for four messages that will give a guaranteed ” is $39.00 for four messages that will give a guaranteed ”
plan to empower your life, revitalize your marriage, and reconnect your family. 
“A Personal Walk” is $39.00 for four messages that will equip you to walk with ” is $39.00 for four messages that will equip you to walk with ”
Jesus day-by-day, moment-by-moment, and decision by decision, as you learn 
to choose the Spirit rather than the fl esh.

Over 300 people attended our “Open House” last year and it appears there ” last year and it appears there ”
will be record numbers this year as well. So if you want to see how we live, are 
curious about our home, long to absorb the beautiful wilderness setting where 
so many of our stories have taken place, or just want to bring a lawn chair and 
sit in our front yard and chat with us, this is your opportunity. For informa-
tion, contact our ministry offi ce. Request the “Open House Packet” or visit our ” or visit our ”
web site at www.empoweredlivingministries.org.

To all our friends and supporters of this ministry-we pray for the salva-
tion of your family and for a closer walk with your Lord. May the Holy 
Spirit be real to you, and His word your guide.

                            It’s About Walking With God,                                It’s About Walking With God,    

 A  quar t e r l y  pub l i ca t i on  o f  Emp ow e re d  L iv ing  Min i s t r i e s  Apr i l  -  June  2005

“It’s About Walking With God”  

“It’s About Walking With God”  



“Whereof I am made 

a ... (ministering parent), 

according to the gift of the 

grace of God given to me 

by the effectual working of 

His power.” 
—Ephesians 3:7—

But Mother, I try and try not 

to be foolish but it doesn’t 

work” Matthew responded.

“Me, too. I’ve tried and tried to not be 

slothful, and I still am,” Andrew said in frustra-

tion. “I want to be diligent, but it is so hard.”

“To develop the right character-the right 

thoughts and feelings-we need to be ever 

communicating with Jesus to know His will, 

and always cooperating with what He is 

putting in our minds and hearts to do,” I 

responded.

“Now this crosses the big self in us. It is 

not natural or easy, but it is benefi cial when 

we follow God’s way over self’s way. We must 

come to see that doing right in self’s power 

is not good enough-this is why we fail. Every 

effort, in self, must fail. Our failure needs to be 

our motivator to reach out to God and fi nd 

a different way to change that is effective. We 

must learn to do the right in Jesus’ power while 

we cooperate by doing all we can do. Learning 

to be the branch connected to the vine is what 

we need to learn the most,” I added.we need to learn the most,” I added.

“We don’t get it!” they responded.
I was tempted to be upset and angry at 

their childish response. Hadn’t I told them 
this many times? But instead, I chose to turn 
to God for wisdom and strength to be the 
parent He wants me to be and to respond in 
a way worthy of imitation.

“First, you need to have personal wor-
ship time with God to learn by experience 
how to talk with Him and how He talks with 
you in the Scriptures-to your conscience and 
your reason. Second, you need to be willing 
in mind, heart, and muscle to cooperate 
when Jesus asks you to do something differ-
ently than you are used to doing. And third, 
do it depending upon Jesus’ strength and 
wisdom to perform a change on the inside 
while you cooperate outwardly with all your 
heart. When we walk with God in this way, 
He will work in you to will and to do of His 
good pleasure [see Philippians 2:13]. You can 
change successfully in this way.”

And so we continued to make headway 
in understanding.

Later that day Matthew was responding 
angrily towards Andrew, his brother.

“Matthew!” I responded lovingly, entreat-
ing him with just a look.

Ashamed, he turned his head away. We 
don’t always need to instruct, reprove, or correct 
our children verbally. He knew his own spirit.

Very soon Matthew responded to God 
asking, “What am I supposed to do?” 

God spoke clearly to his heart, “Put off 
your anger. Put on the new man [Colossians 
3:8-10].  Pity your brother instead of demean-
ing him with angry retorts. Entreat him with 
velvet on your steel. How would you like to 
be treated if this were you?be treated if this were you?

Instead of turning away from these God-
led thoughts or ignoring them as he typically 
had done before, Matthew chose to listen. 
Then he chose to cooperate with God instead 
of his fl eshy thoughts and responses. The 
outcome was lovely. Everyone was pleased, 
but especially the holy angels that were there 
working with all our hearts.

As I refl ected on this, I was delighted 
to see that I, too, had chosen to heed God’s 
entreaty to my heart by not responding in 
belittling anger or pitiless hail to Matthew. I 
just called for his heart by speaking his name 
to interrupt the old pattern. Heeding the 
voice of God was the reason for this success. 
God performed His mighty work to will and 
to do His good pleasure, as we cooperated to 
a good end. I was God’s little mouthpiece to 
gain Matthew’s attention and to arrest the 
course he was taking. But it was God that 
performed the miracle to change his thoughts 
and feelings inside-and Matthew’s response 
corresponded to the inward change. 

Building character is interrupting the old 
fl eshly ways so that there is an opportunity 
for our children to hear God and to choose 
to cooperate with His ways instead. But they 
don’t always listen, do they? So building 
character can also be instructing them prac-
tically in what are good and evil thoughts, 
feelings, and how they should respond. It’s 
teaching them the basics. But even knowing 
what is right isn’t always suffi cient to bring 
about change. So real growth in character 
building means going all the way to a deeper 
training of the will; that is, to see to it, with 
God directing your steps, that your child 
does what he knows is right. At times, conse-
quences and motivations will need to be part quences and motivations will need to be part 



of the program of learning. Keeping in touch 
with what your child is thinking, feeling, and 
why he responds the way he does, is a work 
that takes much effort and prayer, day in and 
day out, year after year.

My boys, ages eight and ten, had made 
friends of many of the deer that frequented 
our yard. They named their deer “Big Nose,” 
“Friendly,” “Baby Saved,” “Loco,” “Dainty 
Toes,” and others, according to their outstand-
ing trait. The boys would spend a fair amount 
of time, morning and evening, with these 
deer, gaining their trust, getting closer and 
closer to each of these animals, which was very 
rewarding. 

They fed these deer with cracked corn this 
morning and came inside for family worship. 
It was late fall and hunting season had been in 
progress for a few weeks. The boys earnestly 
prayed for the protection of their many deer 
friends every morning and evening. We were 
in the middle of worship when we heard two 
loud shotgun shots!!

My stomach wrenched at the sound, as 
had Jim’s and the boys’. 

Matthew said, “That was one of our deer 
friends, I’m sure. That was so close! Father, we 
need to go and see!” Fear and apprehension 
were obvious. 

Jim and the boys went down our back 
hill to the road below to investigate. I stayed 
back. Soon they returned. All three of them 
returned crying. 

“It was “Big Nose” mother. They shot 
her! We saw her struggling to breathe-she is 
suffering awful. Father said we couldn’t stay 
there to watch. Hunters are awful men!! They 
shoot innocent animals. The deer don’t stand 
a chance. These road hunters are illegal. They 
shined a light in her eyes to blind her and 
shoot her.” And Matthew went on.

Andrew voiced his heartache as well with 
vehemence. “I hate hunters. They kill our pet 
deer. I’ll never talk with another hunter ever 
again. They are all bad! They killed “Big Nose,” 
my favorite deer. She ate out of my bowl for 
the fi rst time this morning.” And tears fl owed 
profusely.

We all cried, hugged, and prayed to God 
to soothe and comfort our sorrows and to let 
“Big Nose” die without suffering long. The 
reality of imagining her suffering was too 
much for all of us. 

“Let’s sit down for worship,” Father said.  
“We need to talk about this further. God 

doesn’t want us to hate the hunters, but to 
forgive them. Let’s consider what Jesus would 
do were He in our situation.”

“I don’t know if I want to talk about forgive-
ness. This hurts too much. It isn’t fair! I think 
Jesus would hate hunters, too.” Matthew voiced 
with pain. And Andrew voiced agreement.

The countenances of both boys showed 
painful, emotional hurt with the loss of their 
“Big Nose.”  My heart pained that they had to 
experience this. We talked about forgiveness. 
We talked about not all hunters hunt this ille-
gal, cruel way. Not all hunters are bad. 

“We hurt over this but we can’t hate. Jesus 
looks upon hate as murder. So we must yield 
up our hate to God and take His forgiveness in 
its place or we are no better than the hunters as 
you see them. We must realize that some hunt-
ers hunt fairly. Not all are poachers and shine 
deer.  Some hunt for eating better meat in deer. 
We can’t fault all hunters for what these men 
did here today. Your father hunted deer before 
the Lord asked him to quit-he wasn’t bad. We 
need to give our hurt to God and let God bring 
justice to the bad hunters,” I added.

“I will never like hunters ever again. They 
killed my ‘Big Nose,’ “ Andrew voiced. 

Through the day I prayed for the boys 
in their struggles that God could reach their 
hearts to comfort their sorrows and bring 
reason back to the throne of their hearts.  I saw 
them struggle periodically, and would pray or 
talk as needed.

During the day I had to be fi rm when one 
son voiced hate vehemently towards the hunt-
ers. His feelings were ruling and hurting him 
terribly, and my son was cooperating.

“Lord what shall I do?”
“This is harmful to Matthew. He needs 

to yield up these ill feelings to Me to subdue 
for him. If he doesn’t, they will continue to 
wound and hurt him and all around him 
even further.  Hateful thoughts hurt the hater. 
Restrain this expression now.”

“Okay, Lord. Be with my words, gain his 
heart, and offer him freedom.”

Reasoning didn’t work this time, so I had 
to send him on a grizzly run, gave him time 
with God, then we talked and he was sub-
dued considerably by yielding up his wrong 
thoughts to God. 

Andrew’s response now doubted God. 
“We asked God to protect our deer.  Why 
didn’t He?  We have prayed every day!”

“God’s ways are best; we must trust God “God’s ways are best; we must trust God 

even when we do not understand. God lets 
evil run its course so we can abhor sin and 
see it for what it truly is. Sin and selfi shness 
hurts everyone. This can help you choose to 
follow God more closely, or you will do hurt-
ful things to others if you don’t let God have 
all of you.”

This reasoning worked a heart change in 
Andrew, and he stopped thinking doubting 
thoughts about God.

That evening during family worship, we 
talked over some Bible texts that could bring 
a nice balance to the boys. Little by little their 
hate subsided and forgiveness took its place by 
our loving persistency to win their hearts and 
bring them in touch with God day-by-day 
and moment-by-moment. 

Two weeks after this instance a real estate 
client came by to talk with Jim about some prop-
erty. Lonesome, our wild pet bear, came for a visit 
while this hunter and his wife were there.  I offered 
the husband to feed our pet bear and he declined, 
but his wife fed Lonesome. The boys entered into 
conversation with the husband in his camouflage 
clothing. A friendship began-he was such a nice 
fellow-an honest, and a fair hunter. This man 
became a good friend of my boys and was the 
final step for our boys to fully forgive the illegal 
hunters that shot their pet deer, “Big Nose.”

God had a plan to give opportunity for 
the boys to see that not all hunters are alike. 
Some poor people hunt wild game to feed 
their families and do it fairly. God can provide 
for some in this way. The boys’ attitude was 
strongly infl uenced in a Christ-like direction.

This is character development. Taking 
wrong thoughts and feelings, bringing 
them to Christ, and cooperating to think 
new thoughts-being willing to change. It’s in 
Christ’s power that this is possible-for us and 
our children to forgive.

Do you listen to your child with a listening 
ear and heart? Do you know what he is think-
ing or struggling with? Are you willing to put 
forth the effort necessary to learn and do this? 
It is so very important. This work of studying 
your child’s disposition and directing his steps 
to God to be changed can never be laid aside 
without undoing the work you have begun. 
Consistency is essential! Developing character 
must become our life’s priority.

___________________________

This excerpt was taken from the book, 
Parenting Your Child by the Spirit, by Sally 
Hohnberger. Copyright by Pacifi c Press Publishing 
Association.
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“It’s About Walking With God”  

“Power for Living” is available free of charge, and is sent out quarterly by mail. If you or someone 
you know are not receiving it and wish to be added to our mailing list, please feel free to contact us. 
For information on any of the materials or events mentioned in the publication you can reach us at: 
Empowered Living Ministries: P O Box 820. Kalispell MT 59903 
Email: Office@EmpoweredLivingMinistries.org
Office: (406)755-8300   Fax: (406)755-8301   Order Toll Free:1-877-755-8300  
www. EmpoweredLivingMinistries.org 

EMPOWERED LIVING MINISTRIES FAMILY CAMP MEETINGS FOR 2005

Nonprofit ORG

US POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT 30

KALISPELL, MT

P O Box 820    Kalispell, MT 59903

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

If you have a child between the ages of 
fi ve and twelve, you probably know what 
it’s like to have a “tiger by the tail.”
Cute and cuddly one minute, stubborn and sassy the next, 
children in these formative years can switch from tame to 
terrible in the blink of an eye. What’s a parent to do?

Parenting Your Child by the Spirit is the second in a four-
book series by Sally Hohnberger that teaches child-rearing 
principles from the context of personal time spent with Jesus. 
In this deeply spiritual yet very practical book, you’ll learn the 
“Replacement Principle” of exchanging God’s character traits 
for Satan’s, and make the powerful discovery that correction 
rightly done is love!

Sally offers helpful advice on positive Sally offers helpful advice on positive 
reinforcement, habits, teaching chil-reinforcement, habits, teaching chil-
dren self-government, the importance dren self-government, the importance 
of chores and personal worship, of chores and personal worship, 
setting boundaries, and balancing setting boundaries, and balancing 
work and play Sally’s advice is born work and play Sally’s advice is born 
of prayer, not pop-psychology.of prayer, not pop-psychology.

This book can reveal to single parents,  This book can reveal to single parents,  
parents whose children are out of parents whose children are out of 
the home (even gone astray), and to the home (even gone astray), and to 
grandparents how they can still infl u-grandparents how they can still infl u-
ence their children by gaining a more personal walk with 
Christ. It’s about character development—by the Spirit!

To order, call toll free:  877-755-8300
Quantity Discounts Available:
1 copy/$20.00 3 copies/$53.00
5 copies/$80.00 10 copies/$146.00
Case (40 copies) $536.00

 April 21-24, 2005
 Grizzly Flats, CA
 (209) 295-2161 

 May 4-8, 2005May 4-8, 2005
 Columbus, NC
 (828) 863-4253

 June 30- July 3, 2005
 Hood River, OR
 (541) 490-4541

 July 25-30, 2005July 25-30, 2005
 Hohnberger Open House
 (406) 755-8300

 September 1-4, 2005 
 Cohutta Springs, GA
 (706) 398-7218

 OctoberOctober 28-30 2005 28-30 2005October 28-30 2005OctoberOctober 28-30 2005October
 Loma Linda, CA
 (909) 783-3839 

 December 1-4, 2005
 High Springs, FL
 (706) 398-7218


