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Dear Friends,

This quarter’s article, “Bubble Gum,” contains a story you won’t

want to miss. It involves my son, my wife, my wife’s mother. The
subject isn’t really “bubble gum.” The article is about finding
power in Christ daily. If you are blessed by it, please share it with
a friend or relative.

Now available for the first time are almost all our messages on
CD. The six-disc series is $28.00, the four-disc series is $22.00,
and the three-disc series is $18.00. Each album is in an attractive
case. These series will enhance your travel time, whether to and
from work, or on a family vacation across many miles.

A new booklet, “Failure is NOT an Option,” is fresh off the
press. This 32-page pocket-size pamphlet is ideal for sharing with
anyone who is struggling, discouraged, depressed or about to
throw in the towel. Consider one copy for $1.00, three for $2.64,
five for $4.00, ten for $7.30, or forty for $26.80. To view this
booklet, please visit our website.

You are all invited to our “Open House” July 26-31, 2004 at
our wilderness home near Polebridge, Montana. Please bring
your friends and family and visit with us from 10 am until 5 pm
Monday through Friday. Then join us on Sabbath for a special
worship service in nature. Please call or see our website for fur-
ther information.

We also invite you to partner with us in reaching those who
are not experiencing an empowered life or a revitalized marriage

and family by sending them a book or CD series that will certainly

power up their relationships.

Your gifts and prayers enable Empowered Living Ministries to
continue to reach a hurting world with a gospel that truly changes
lives. Thank you for being part of our team.

In His Service,
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July - September 2004

SPEAKING SCHEDULE

July 26-31, 2004
Hohnberger Open House
Polebridge, MT
Call (406) 755-8300 for details

September 2-5, 2004
Annual Family Camp Meeting
Cohutta Springs, GA
Call (706) 965-5262 for details

September 29-October 3, 2004
Annual Family Camp Meeting
Camp Arrowhead, Lexington, NE
Call (308) 382-8359 for details

October 9, 2004
Kalispell, MT
Call (406) 755-8300 for details

October 16, 2004
Condon, MT
Call (406) 754-3200 for details

October 29-31, 2004
Edinburg, TX
Call (956) 342-0459 for details

EMPOWERED

MINISTRIES

Power to become the spms of God, —fohn 1:12

“By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye love one another.” John 13:35



i »
“When I want to do godi

takmg because ‘Grar
treating! Andrew, age 3, dldn t
find all aspects of shopping excit-
ing, but this was a special thrill.
He always dug through the whole
rack, making sure he picked the
two very best pieces-one for him
and one for his brother. It had
become a part of shopping when
Grandma and I went out, and
Andrew looked forward to it.

The problem was that we had
decided the boys didn’t benefit
from the sugar and had decided
not to buy gum any longer. So I
had to say, “Mother, we’ve decided
that we will not buy any more
bubble gum.”

“What’s the matter with bubble
gum?” she asked.

“It’s because of the sugar, their
teeth, and their health.”

“Can’t you let it go this once?”
my mother pled, seeing Andrew
already had the gum in his hands.

“No, he needs to put it back.
I’m sorry I didn’t tell you ahead
of time, Mother. Letting it go will

I dor’t; and when I try not to do wrong, I do it anyway...”

—Romans 7:19—

ing I’d relent ]ust thls time so he
wouldn’t have to put it back.

“Mama, I want some bubble
gum,” he said sweetly. I hated to
do it, but I shook my head “no.”
As he put the gum back, he put his
finger in his mouth, and the tears
began to roll down his cheeks. It
broke my heart.

Matthew said, “Can’t we have it
just one more time?”

“No,” I said with more convic-
tion than I felt.

Everyone was so quiet as we
walked to the car. My mother was
very sad. She doesn’t agree with
us, but bless her heart, she has
always been supportive of what we
have decided to do; she doesn’t go
against our wishes even when it
goes against her heart and reason.

As we were driving, Andrew
slipped out of his car seat to
kneel on the floor just behind
my mother’s seat. He began to
pray earnestly out loud to God in
this great trial. “Oh, dear Jesus, I

gum! [ want to obey mama! |
want my bubble gum!”

And so the struggle went.
Andrew was sobbing as he prayed.
We all witnessed his agony.
Matthew is crying for his brother
and himself. My mother is crying
silently in the seat next to me, try-
ing to stay out of it. 'm cut to the
heart, with tears running down
my cheeks. I don’t know how to
help my son out of this!

“Andrew, dear,” I put my hand
on his back, comforting him as
best I could. “You need to get back
into your car seat now. It will be
alright, honey.”

He returned to his car seat, but
continued to cry for a long time.
He was still sad and disappointed
that evening. Nothing brought
relief-except time.

Why is doing right so very
hard? I had given Andrew expe-
rience in prayer and surrender.
Like so many Christians, he knew
what was right and wanted to
obey, but his only source of power



was to grit his teeth and force
his unwilling flesh to obey his
choice. Instinctively he knew that
God was the solution. He prayed.
However, at that time I didn’t
know myself how God removes
feeling we don’t want. So I was
powerless to guide him through
the experience of choosing to do
what is right in Jesus’ power.

Andrew’s dilemma is like an
eagle exercising only one of its two
wings, and this is why he could
not rise above the pull of his flesh
and get above his desire for the
bubble gum. Exercising only
the wing of surrender sends
you in a circle. The second
wing-cooperation-is vital for
true flight above the pull of
our flesh. Andrew needed to
cry out to God and do what-
ever God told him to do. This
is being “in Christ.” In this
way, God enters us to do battle
in His divine power against
sin and self by recreating our
thoughts, feelings, and desires.
God works from the inside out,
not only with our surrender-the
mental assent that He is right-but
vitally in the cooperation of our
will. God will not force us against
our will. Without the exercise
of this second “wing,” we are not
redeemed and find that we are
powerless to change ourselves.

For Andrew that would have
meant putting forth the same
strong effort he was making to do
right, but it would also involve
surrendering repeatedly and giv-
ing those desires to Jesus. Then as
he cooperated with Jesus-led right
thoughts to replace the desire for
gum, he would have found victory.
Gum was not the enemy-thoughts
were. But I didn’t understand this
back then.

Today, I would use the “replace-
ment principle” for Andrew’s

desired bubble gum. He needed to
choose to be happy with an apple,
or some juice, and ask God to
perform this miracle to bring con-
tentment inside him (see Hebrews
13:5). This could have made the
exchange physically tangible for
Andrew. When it is only abstract,
it’s hard for our little ones to
understand the spiritual battle we
are involved in.

How many of our children
grow up sincerely trying to obey,
honestly trying to be good and do

Matthew (5) and Andrew (3) with Grandpa Hohnberger.

what is right-but have Andrew’s
experience as he prayed in the
back seat of the car, struggling
against self and the flesh, with
no notable victory or relief? It is
because their parents may know
about God, but don’t know God
personally, in order to tell their
children how to have victory. We
must come to know how to set
our children free from the flesh by
connecting with God. If they gain
this experience, we will have liv-
ing, vibrant, courageous youth.

It is so sad how many youth
I talk with that have a downcast
view of Christianity. The major-
ity want nothing to do with the
religion they know. Why? Because
Andrew’s bubble gum struggle
has been theirs-and their parents’-
year after year after year, until
at last they give up on religion,

their church, their parents, and
sometimes on themselves. These
youth had “bubble gum” desires,
but never found the power in
Jesus to overcome them. We have
given them a crippled religion
and a powerless god of Self to
worship. One teen expressed it
this way: “This religion stuff may
work for others, but I've tried and
tried, and it doesn’t work for me.
There must be something wrong
with me. God doesn’t answer my
prayers. My dad is a loser, and I'm
just like him. They all tell me
so. There is no hope for me.
So I gave up trying to be kind
and nice. I might burn one
day, but there is nothing I can
do about it.”

Is it any wonder they follow
these lying thoughts of Satan’s
when they find no personal
God and no power to make
their choices real and change
them? They don’t know how
to connect and cooperate with
God to gain His power. Our
children deserve the heritage of a
personal God and an empowered
life. To a large degree, our actions
as parents will determine whether
they enter adulthood as children
of the heavenly kingdom or sub-
jects of the kingdom of darkness.

If you would like to transform
your thoughts and hence your
child’s, you will need to surrender
your choices before the wisdom of
an all-knowing God. And as you
do so, you will see great transfor-
mations of character and attitude
no matter what your age or that of
your child. You can be the key to
unlocking the treasures of heaven’s
blessing upon your family.

Excerpt from “Parenting By
the Spirit” by Sally Hohnberger
available through this ministry or
your local ABC
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“Power to become the sons of God” John 1:12

EMPOWERED L1vING MINISTRIES FAMILY CAMP MEETINGS FOR 2004-2005

July 26-31,2004 | September 29-
Hohnberger Octpber 3,2004
Open House Lexington, NE

(406) 755-8300 | (308) 382-8359

June 30- July 4, 2004
Hood River, OR
(541) 490-4541

April 21-24, 2005
Grizzly Flats, CA
(209) 295-2161

May 4-8, 2005
Columbus, NC
(828) 863-4253

November 19-21, 2004
Camp Cedar Falls
Angelus Oaks, CA
(909) 783-3839

September 1-5, 2004
Cohutta Springs, GA
(706) 965-5262

December 1-5, 2004
High Springs, FL
(706) 965-5262

“Power for Living” is available free of charge, and is sent out quarterly by mail.

If you or someone you know are not receiving it and wish to be added to our mailing list, please feel free to contact us.
For information on any of the materials or events mentioned in the publication you can reach us at:
Empowered Living Ministries: P O Box 820. Kalispell MT 59903. Email: Officec@EmpoweredLivingMinistries.org
Office: (406)755-8300 Fax: (406)755-8301 Order Toll Free:1-877-755-8300 www. EmpoweredLivingMinistries.org




